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Brixv^orth  291  • 

To:  THE  CHAIRI-IAN  AND  MEI^IBSRS  OP  THE 

BRir^ORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  ^Innual  Report  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  which  also  incorporates  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

The  report  is  presented  once  again  in  eight  sections,  each  dealing 
with  a separate  aspect  of  environmental  control;  the  first  on  natural 
and  social  conditions;  the  second  on  the  provisions  of  health  and 
welfare  services;  the  third  on  sanitary  circumstances;  the  fourth  on 
housing;  the  fifth  on  food;  the  sixth  on  the  control  of  infectious 
and  other  diseases;  the  seventh  on  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963,  and  the  eighth  on  the  Pactories  Act,  1961.  In 
addition,  while,  increasingly  health  prevention  is  becoming  a matter 
of  individual  concern,  a number  of  general  observations  are  made  on 
trends  which  could  prove  inimical  to  health  either,  now,  or  in  the 
future. 

The  district  continues  to  present  an  attractive  rural  countryside 
with  little  industrj^  and  no  atmospheric  pollution  and,  as  yet,  no 
large  scale  developments.  The  main  occupation  continues  to  be 
agriculture.  There  is  an  increase  of  190  in  population  in  the  Registrar 
General’s  mid-year  figure,  which  was  exceeded  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  show  that  there  were  203  deaths,  an 
increase  of  8 on  last  year's  figure.  This  gives  a standardised  rate  of 
9.5  compared  with  the  national  figure  of  11.7.  Kale  deaths  exceeded 
female  deaths  by  2.  Details  and  comments  on  the  causes  of  death  are 
given  in  Section  A.  The  total  number  of  live  births  was  219,  a decrease 
of  38  on  last  year  and  giving  a standardised  rate  of  14.0,  a lower 
figure  than  the  national  one  of  16.0.  Illegitimate  births  were  9»  a 
decrease  of  7 on  last  year’s  figure  of  16.  There  were  three  infant 
deaths,  tv^o  occurring  in  the  first  week  of  life. 

Private  enterprise  produced  another  97  dwellings  during  the  year, 

6 fev/er  than  in  1969.  In  all  1,915  houses  have  been  built  since  the 
war.  Improvement  Grants  were  made  on  22  properties,  5 less  than  the 
figure  for  1969.  29  properties,  1 less  than  last  year,  received 

Standard  Grants.  Slum  clearance  continued  and  by  the  end  of  1970  a 

total  of  572  had  been  cleared,  leaving  20  to  be  dealt  with. 

Sanitary  circumstances  were  maintained  throughout  the  year.  V/ork 
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commenced  on  the  scheme  for  sewering  the  villages  of  Arthingv/orth 
and  Kelmarsh,  and  for  the  few  villages  which  are  still  without  sewage 
works  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  have  prepared  schemes  and  these 
await  Ministerial  approval. 

Refuse  collection  continued  satisfactorily  on  a weekly  basis 
throughout  the  District. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  showing 
a fall  of  55  cases.  Though  measles  vaccination  became  generally  available, 
the  withdrav/al  of  some  vaccine  resulted  in  a shortage  and  fewer  children 
were  immunised  than  was  anticipated.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  from 
hencef onward,  with  the  availability  of  vaccines  and  the  use  of  the 
computer,  that  a higher  percentage  of  children  will  be  vaccinated. 

While  at  present  the  incidence  of  infectious  illness  remains 
satisfactorily  low,  (apart  from  measles)  should  succeeding  generations 
of  parents  fail  to  respond  to  the  need  for  immunisation,  a recrudescence 
of  infectious  illness  could  occur.  It  remains  vitally  important 
therefore  for  children  to  be  immunised  for  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis, 
whooping  cough,  tetanus,  and  now  measles,  with  tuberculosis  vaccination 
following  later.  Towairds  the  end  of  1970  Rubella  (German  Measles) 
vaccination  also  became  available  to  all  girls  between  the  ages  of 
thirteen  end  fotirteen. 

Though  only  one  confirmed  case  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during 
the  year,  food  borne  infection  generally  continues  to  be  too  prevalent. 

'While  our  inspectors  are  vigilant  in  their  supervision  of  all  the  stages 
of  food  handling  from  storage  to  sale  of  both  cooked  and  uncooked  food, 
satisfactory,’’  food  hygiene  procedure  is  ultimately  dependent  on  the  handlers 
v;hose  responsibility  is  often  not  individually  realised.  I always  state 
that  good  practice  in  food  handling  is  good  business.  Constant 
supervision  by  employers  of  their  employees,  particularly  in  restaurants, 
is  essential,  and  the  public  themselves  should  be  continually  on  the  alert 
for  careless  practice  and  should  refuse  to  accept  unsatisfactory  methods, 
not  only  in  business  premises  but  in  their  own  homes. 

^.Thile  the  environmental  control  of  the  health  of  the  district  is 
being  maintained,  and  the  health  needs  in  respect  of  clinical  ser’vLces 
well  covered,  new  problems  are  constantly  arising  in  both  fields.  There 
is  therefore  a continuing  need  for  vigilance  and  pressures  are  constant. 
Future  requirements  v^ill  undoubtedly  need  energy,  talent  and  manpower 
for  their  solution. 

In  general,  nationally,  both  health  and  local  government  fields 
were  under  review.  A change  of  government  in  mid  year  required, 
inevitably,  a deferral  of  the  immediate  plans  proposed  by  the  previous 
government.  Hovrever  the  need  for  reform  and  change  was  agreed  by 
both  political  parties  and  it  can  be  expected  that  the  Rational  Health 
Service  will  be  unified.  In  Local  Government  the  small  district 
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councils  will  be  merged  to  form  larger  units.  During  this  interim 
period,  which  is  a difficult  one  for  all  personnel  in  public  health 
and  local  government,  services  must  be  maintained  and  expanded  where 
necessary. 

At  such  a time  it  is  pertinent  to  review  those  matters  v/hich 
are  most  pressing  in  the  field  of  prevention  of  ill  health.  Needs 
when  defined,  will  have  to  be  matched  id-th  available  resources,  and 
it  will  be  necessary  that  priorities  should  be  clearly  assessed. 

In  the  environmental  field  the  intensive  efforts  of  public  health 
pioneers  and  civic  authorities  have  given  a secure  basis  of  a 
sanitary  environment  and  the  availability  of  pure  vrater,  adequate 
disposal  of  refuse  and  sewage  are  taken  for  granted.  It  is  vital  that 
such  services  should  continue  to  function  smoothly.  The  present 
problem  is  less  from  man's  pollution  of  his  environment  than  from 
products  innocently  introduced  for  man's  convenience  of  vrhich  detergents 
are  one  instance.  Other  chemical  factors  requiring  control  are  drugs 
and  the  use  of  antibiotics  in  animal  feeding.  \rhile  on  the  other  hand 
the  omission  of  the  controlled  addition  of  minute  quantities  of  fluoride 
to  our  water  because  of  the  pressure  of  a small  group  on  local 
authorities,  has  resulted  in  the  failure  to  prevent  dental  caries  in 
children.  After  five  years  of  fluoridation  Birmingham  can  how  prove 
the  efficacy  and  harmlessness  of  the  procedure. 

Another  factor  v;hich  overshadows  the  secure  sanitary  basis  is 
the  increase  of  population,  which  if  not  abated  will  produce  another 
20  million  inhabitants,  in  this  already  congested  island,  by  the  end  of 
the  century.  All  these  extra  individuals  will  result  in  the  need  for 
more  services  of  every  kind,  including  medical  seivices.  Congestion, 
pollution  and  those  other  factors  (less  obvious  but  non-the-less 
hazardous  to  a stable  society)  such  as  noise,  road  accidents,  mental 
illness,  crime  and  delinquency  could  occur.  It  is  known  already  that 
there  are  250,000  unwanted  children  born  annually  in  this  country’’.  An 
advanced  society  should  have  no  unwanted  children.  To  prevent  these 
should  be  the  first  priority,  and  it  is  a task  which  is  not  yet  being 
achieved. 

Those  other  environmental  factors,  many  of  which  could  be  contained, 
if  we  achieved  a static  population  grovith,  will  exercise  the  environmentalist 
of  the  future.  These  include  the  prevention  of  pollution  of  air,  land, 
rivers  and  the  sea. 

The  mass  production  of  food  will  continue  to  require  a monitoring 
that  will  inevitably  increase;  already  factory  farming  methods,  while 
producing  more  and  cheaper  food,  present  problems  of  quality  and  hygiene. 
Increasing  foreign  travel,  and  a mobile  internal  population  resulting  in 
more  consimiption  of  food  in  restaurants  and  canteens,  together  with  the 
general  use  of  deep  freeze  storage,  involving  increasing  sale  of  food 
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on  a small  scale  at  nearly  all  public  houses,  has  added  to  the  work 
of  health  departments,  and  the  maintenance  of  satisfactory  food 
handling  procedures  has  become  one  of  the  major  functions. 

\/hile  this  report  is  largely  concerned  with  the  environmental 
health  of  the  area,  health  needs  cannot  be  compartmentalized,  and  though 
the  population  may  live  in  a satisfactory  environment  if  personal  habits 
are  unsound  then  all  our  efforts  are  v^asted.  I consider  therefore,  that 
to  complete  my  annual  review  it  is  necessarj’’  to  assess  the  health  of  the 
district  in  its  widest  sense.  It  is  ironic  that,  while  every  endeavour 
is  made  to  create  a sanitary  environment,  individuals  are  killing 
themselves,  voluntarily,  with  cigarettes.  In  fact  today  prevention 
of  the  greatest  hazards  to  health  - the  cigarette,  accidents  (both  in  the 
home  and  on  the  road),  and  to  a lesser  degree,  early  arterial  disease  - 
rests  with  individuals.  For  many  years  I have  enumerated  those  conditions 
which  cause  premature  death  and  have  suggested  some  remedies.  My 
repetition  must  continue,  as  I stated  last  year  the  process  of 
health  education  is,  of  necessity,  a perpetual  battering  at  the  bastions 
of  ignorance,  apathy,  self  indulgence  and  complacency. 

Once  more  there  has  been  a national  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  cancer  of  the  Ixing,  making  a total  of  30,213  (24,871  male 
and  5,347  female).  In  addition  it  is  probable  that,  in  all,  at  least 
50,000  deaths  occur  a year  in  (^eat  Britain  which  can  be  attributed  to 
cigarette  smoking.  In  fact  premature  deaths  from  smoking  have  now 
reached  epidemic  proportions  and  yet  there  appears  to  be  little  reaction 
from  the  public.  An  outcry  would  result  should  there  be  a few  deaths 

from  typhoid  fever  or  smallpox,  yet  these  deaths  (and  the  holacaust  on 
the  roads)  pass,  continue  to  rise  and  there  is  no  responding  demand  or 
pressure  for  their  solution.  Doctors  appear  to  be  the  only  group  of 
individuals  who  have  shovm  an  awareness  of  this  major  danger  and  few 
doctors  now  smoke.  Once  again  in  Section  A I lay  emphasis  on  this 
subject. 

The  prevention  of  early  arterial  disease  resulting  in  incapacity 
or  death  from  coronary  thrombosis  or  strokes  is  more  complex  and  its 
incidence  in  all  civilised  countries,  particularly  in  males,  relates 
more  to  a way  of  life  than  to  a single  habit  such  as  smoking.  However 
there  is  evidence  that  cigarette  smoking  can  also  contribute  to  the 
incidence  of  coronai^'’  thrombosis.  The  causes  of  arterial  disease  are 
probably  multiple,  and  though  research  is  continuing  in  many  fields,  there 
is  as  yet  no  breakthrough.  In  some  the  condition  has  an  inherited 
tendency.  The  one  salient  factor  that  has  emerged  is  that  occurrence 
is  less  likely  in  those  who  take  regular  exercise  and  who  are  not  obese. 
Evidence  has  been  found  that  arterial  damage  can  be  present  from  an 
early  age,  and  while  generally  young  people  axe  active  while  still  at 
school  this  activity  may  lessen  or  cease  when  they  leave;  many  start 
to  smoke  cigarettes  early;  food  consTJunption  is  often  in  excess  of  need. 

It  is  possible  that  a situation  may  be  building  up  in  which  the  incidence 
of  early  arterial  disease  may  greatly  increase. 
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The  cause  of  premature  death  in  the  younger  age  groups,  that  is  befoire 
the  fifth  decade  (40  years),  is  nov;  almost  entirely  from  accidents,  both 
in  the  home  (among  the  youngest)  and  on  the  road  (in  the  1st,  2nd  and 
particularly  the  5rd  decades).  Once  again  I give  some  details  on  this 
subject  on  later  pages  of  the  report. 

In  assessing  future  needs  and  priorities,  while  all  those  conditions 
which  are  preventable  and  cause  premature  death  and  disability  must  be 
of  primary  concern,  there  remain  those  afflictions  for  which,  as  yet, 
we  have  no  solution,  and  those  causing  chronic  disability.  Of  the 
former  cancer  remains  still  an  enigma  and  the  latter  include  the  many 
foims  of  rheumatic  and  arthritic  disease.  The  increasing  survival  of 
handicapped  people,  and  the  higher  percentage  of  elderly  in  the 
community  provide  problems  of  care  which  must  be  planned  in  the  long 
term. 


Mental  ill  health,  both  in  the  form  of  psychotic  illness  and  neuroses, 
shows  no  lessening  despite  the  relief  from  stress  which  a welfare  state 
should  bring.  The  new  problem,  that  of  drug  addiction  was  unanticipated. 
It  would  appear  that  the  incidence  is  being  contained,  but  constant 
vigilance  will  be  required  because  of  varieties  and  misuses  of  drugs. 

Other  manifestations  such  as  crime,  delinquency,  vandalism,  child  neglect 
and  cruelty,  divorce  and  failure  to  accept  social  obligations  are  showing 
no  decline. 

The  attainment  of  a healthy  community  continues  therefore  to 
present  many  challenges,  some  of  which  can  be  forecast:  others  arise 
unanticipated.  As  a result  the  practice  of  preventive  medicine  continues 
to  be  as  needful  today  as  it  was  in  the  dark  days  of  the  nineteenth 
century. 

To  Mr.  P.H.  Valentine  and  to  Mr.  B.A.  Chapman,  I give  my  thanks 
for  their  excellent  vjork  during  the  year,  and  for  their  help  in  the 
compilation  of  this  report.  In  addition  I wish  to  extend  my  grateful 
thanks  to  the  Chaiiman  of  the  Council  and  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committees  for  help  and  encouragement. 

I also  express  my  appreciation  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  his  ready  co-operation  in  the  supplying  of  information. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J0A1^^  M.  ST.  V.  DAV/KINS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


October,  1 970. 
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BRIXiTORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEMBERS  OF  THS  PUBLIC  E3ALTH  COmiTTEE 

WHO  SERVED  DURING  THE  COURSE  OF  THE 

YEAR 


Mr,  J.R.  Hart  (Chairman) 

Hr.  J.T.  Holmes  (Deputy  Chairman) 

Dr.  A.E.  Thomas,  J.P. 

(chairman  of  the  Council) 

Captain  R.  Bailey,  O.B.E.,  R.N., 
(Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council) 

Mr.  M.R.A.  Barritt 

Mr.  T.R.  Pegram 

Mrs.  C.M.  Berwick 

Lt.  Col.  M.C.  Pulford 

Hr.  A. G.  Campion 

Mr.  P.  Roy 

Major  P.  de  L.  Cazenove  T.D. 

Hr.  E.A.  Turney 

Mr.  R.H.  DickLns 

Hr.  R.  Wallbank 

Mrs.  P.A.  Duff 

Mr.  V.A.  Wells 

Mrs.  J.D.R.  Lamhley 
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PUBLIC  HEL^LTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

JOAN  M.  ST.  V.  DAV/KINS,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  D.C.H. 

also  holds  appointments  of 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Brackley  and  Daventry 
Boroijgh  Councils,  Brackley,  Daventry,  Korthjmpton, 
Towcester  and  /Wellingborough  Rural  District 
Councils,  and  Wellingborough  Urban  District 
Council,  and  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
Northamptonshire  Coimty  Council. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

F.A.  RUSSELL,  F.F.S.,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.  (to  March  1 970) 

F.H.  VALEmNE,  F.F.S.,  H.R.S.E.,  M.A.P.H.I.  (from  April  1970) 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

B.A.  CHAPMAN,  H.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Technical  Assistant: 
S.J.K.  HARRIS 
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SUMI-L^RY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  81,556 
Population  (mid-year  estimate)  17,540 
Number  of  separate  dwellings  6,157 
Rateable  Value  1970  £559,220 
Product  of  a penny  rate  £2,250 
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LIVE  BIRTHS 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATES.  ETC. 

- 

Total 

125 

96 

219 

Livebirths  per  1,000  home 

12.60 

16.00 

Legitimate 

121 

89 

210 

population  (crude  rate) 

Illegitimate 

2 

7 

9 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.11 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate 
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14.00 
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Illegitimate  live  births 
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9.00 
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Year 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1 966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 


TABULATED  SUI^IARY  FOR  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


Births 

Deaths 

Under  1 year 

All  a^es 

Estimated 
Population  _ 

No. 

Crude 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Crude 

Rate 

19470 

310 

15.92 

2 

6.45 

229 

11.76 

18480 

274 

16.77 

8 

14.59 

229 

12.39 

18620 

296 

15.90 

2 

6.76 

229 

12.29 

18800 

288 

15.32 

3 

10.42 

209 

11.12 

18920 

307 

16.20 

6 

19.54 

247 

13.00 

17190 

270 

17.71 

8 

29.63 

220 

12.80 

1 6690 

234 

14.02 

2 

8.54 

212 

12.70 

16920 

271 

16.00 

1 

4.00 

185 

10.90 

17100 

261 

15.30 

3 

11.00 

219 

12.60 

17150 

257 

15.00 

3 

12.00 

200 

11.70 

17340 

219 

12.60 

3 

14.00 

208 

12.00 
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MORTALITY  TABLE 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

B19(2: 

) Malignant  neoplasm  - oesophagus 

2 

1 

3 

B19(3> 

) Malignant  neoplasm  - stomach 

2 

3 

5 

B19(4; 

) Malignant  neoplasm  - intestine 

5 

1 

4 

B19(6; 

) Malignant  neoplasm  - lung,  bronchus 

8 

2 

10 

B19(7; 

1 Malignant  neoplasm  - breast 

- 

3 

3 

B19  8. 

) Malignant  neoplasm  - uterus 

— 

1 

1 

B19(9)  Malignant  neoplasm  - prostate 

1 

— 

1 

B19(11)  Other  malignant  neoplasms 

4 

7 

11 

B21 

Diabetes  mellitus 

— 

1 

1 

B23 

Anaemias 

1 

1 

2 

B46(5)  Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

3 

— 

3 

B26 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

2 

— 

2 

B27 

Hypertensive  disease 

2 

2 

4 

B28 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

31 

27 

58 

B29 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

4 

5 

9 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

5 

25 

30 

B46(6] 

\ Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

3 

2 

5 

B31 

Influenza. 

4 

3 

7 

B32 

Pneumonia 

6 

5 

1 1 

B35(l) 

1 Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

13 

2 

15 

B46(7) 

• Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

y 

3 

B34 

Peptic  ulcer 

- 

1 

1 

B35 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

B36 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

4 

- 

4 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

1 

1 

B46(8) 

1 Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

1 

3 

4 

B46(9) 

' Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 

1 

— 

1 

B42 

Congenital  anomalies 

2 

1 

3 

BE47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

- 

2 

BE48 

All  other  accidents 

— 

2 

2 

BE49 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

- 

1 

1 
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SECTION  A 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  Rural  District  is  centrally  situated  in  the  County  of  Northampton- 
shire, extending  in  the  south  from  the  County  Borough  of  Northampton  and  in 
the  north  to  the  Leicestershire  border.  The  character  of  the  area  is 
leirgely  rural  and  the  main  industry  is  agriculture,  A few  light  industries 
are  scattered  throughout  the  district.  Open  cast  iron  workings  are  present 
in  the  vicinity  of  Pitsford  and  Brixworth. 

The  district  presents  a picture  of  largely  unspoilt  rural  country,  with 
many  woods,  set  in  an  undulating  countryside  enlivened  by  the  stretches  of 
water  of  the  reservoirs,  which  are  a characteristic  of  the  area, 

POPULATION : The  Registrar  General  gives  the  estimated  population  for  the 
mid-year  1970  as  17,340,  an  increase  of  I90  on  the  population  of  the  previous 
year.  The  natural  increase  in  population,  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  was  1 1 , 

DEATHS : The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District  for  the 
year  was  208,  8 more  than  in  1969,  The  crude  death  rate  based  on  the 
mid-year  population  was  12.0  compared  with  11.7  in  the  previous  year.  The 
following  table  has  been  compiled  for  comparison  with  the  four  previous 
years :- 


YEAR 

TOTAL 

HALE 

FEMALE 

RECORDED 

1 966 

212 

93 

119 

12.7 

1967 

185 

89 

96 

10.9 

1968 

219 

106 

113 

12.8 

1969 

200 

99 

101 

11.7 

1970 

208 

105 

103 

12.0 

In  order  to  compare  the  mortality  in  the  District  with  the  mortality 
for  England  and  v/ales  it  is  necessary  to  make  a correction  to  allow  for 
the  difference  in  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  two  populations.  This 
is  done  by  applying  to  the  ciude  death  rate  of  the  District  an  "Area 
Comparability  Factor"  which  has  been  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 
as  .79  for  this  District.  In  addition  the  area  comparability  factors 
have  been  adjusted  specifically  to  take  account  of  the  presence  of  any 
residential  Institutions  in  the  area.  There  are  a number  of  Institutions 
in  this  area  for  old  people  and  this  adjustment  is  therefore  very  necessary 
in  order  to  obtain  a true  picture  of  the  area  mortality.  The  Standardised 
Death  Rate,  therefore,  is  9.5  and  below  the  figure  of  11.7  for  England  and 
Wales. 
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BIRTHS : The  number  of  live  births  was  219  compared  with  257  in  1969. 

The  rate  per  thousand  population  was  12.6,  Applying  the  Registrar 
General's  Area  Comparability  Factor  for  births  (l.1l)  to  this  figiire  the 
Standardised  Birth  Rate  obtained  for  this  district  is  14.0  compared  with 

16.0  for  England  and  V/ales. 

STILLBIRTHS:  There  were  three  stillbirths  during  1970.  The  rates  for 
the  past  five  years  are  given  in  the  following  table,  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births. 


STILLBIRTH  RATE 

1966  1967  1968  1969  1970 

8.47  4v0  15.0  14.0 

ILLSGITILiATE  BIRTHS:  There  were  9 illegitimate  births  assigned  to  the 
district  during  the  year  (2  males  and  7 females),  7 less  than  last  year. 
Shown  as  a proportion  of  the  total  number  of  live  births  this  represents 

4.0  per  cent. 


KATERH^IL  MORTALITY:  No  deaths  associated  with  pregnancy  or  childbirth 

were  recorded  during  the  year. 

INFANT  KORTALITY:  Three  infants  died  before  reaching  their  first  birthday, 
the  same  number  as  in  1969.  The  resultant  rate  is  14.0  and  is  less  than 

18.0  the  figure  for  England  and  v/ales. 

DEATH  RATE  UNDER  ONE  YEM  PER  1.000  LIVE  BIRTHS 

1966  1967  1968  1969  1970 

8.54  4.0  11.0  12.0  14.0 

NEONATAL  DEATH  RATE:  Two  male  infants  failed  to  survive  for  four  weel-cs 
after  birth.  This  gives  a rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  9.0  or  .91  per 
cent,  and  is  less  than  the  rate  of  12.0  for  England  and  V/ales. 

The  Registrar  General  gives  a further  sub-division  in  his  returns, 
of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  of  age.  There  were  two  deaths 
of  male  infants  in  this  group. 

These  deaths  are  included  in  both  the  Infant  Mortality  and  Neonatal 
Death  Rates. 


CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 

Under  1 year 

Pneumonia  1 female 

Under  1 week 

Foetal  asphyxia  1 ifiale. 

Cardio  respiratory  failure  1 male 
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Causes  of  Death 


The  great  preponderarce  of  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulation  is  once  more  evident,  making  a total  of  106  of  which  58 
died  from  coronary  diseases  alone,  vdiile  9 died  from  other  heart  diseases, 
a further  30  from  vascular  lesio:is  of  the  nervous  system,  and  9 from 
hypertension  and  other  circulatory  diseases. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  constitute  therefore  over 
one  half  of  the  total  deaths.  Cancer  remains  again  the  second  cause 
of  death,  taking  this  year  38  persons,  a decrease  of  5 on  last  year. 

10  died  (8  males  and  2 females)  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  a decrease  of 
3 on  1969.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  together  with  cancer 
causes  69/^  of  the  total  deaths  in  the  district. 

However,  out  of  a total  of  203  deaths,  47  persons  died  before  the 
age  of  65.  The  causes  of  their  deaths  were  predominantly  due  to  arterial 
diseases,  cancer,  respiratory  infection  or  accidents. 

It  is  probable  that  cigarette  smoking  is  the  greatest  contemporary 
health  problem,  50,000  deaths  a year  can  be  attributed  to  the  habit. 

It  is  responsible  for  9 out  of  10  deaths  from  lung  cancer,  3 out  of  4 
deaths  from  chronic  bronchitis  and  1 out  of  4 deaths  from  coronary 
artery  disease.  It  is  estimated  that  twenty  times  more  work  days  are 
lost  through  sickness  from  smoking  than  on  industrial  disputes. 

In  1970  approximately  75/*^  of  the  male  population  and  41  of  the 
female  population  smoked.  Between  1956-63  the  number  of  female 
cigarette  smokers  rose  by  a million.  It  is  deeply  disturbing  to  note 
that  42fv  of  1 6 year  old  boys  and  30/^  of  girls  smoke  more  than  25 
cigarettes  a week. 

The  adverse  effects  on  health  of  smoking  unfortunately  only  become 
manifest  after  many  years,  and  are  therefore  not  obviously  connected  with 
the  habit.  Also  in  many  countries,  as  the  economic  benefits  from  taxing 
tobacco  products  are  large,  governments  have  hesitated  to  change 
legislation,  and  it  is  not  practicable  to  impose  regulations  on  an 
unwilling  population.  However  it  is  imperative  to  take  action  that  will 
discourage  young  people  from  starting  to  smoke,  and  mEiy  promote  reduction 
or  abstinence  in  smokers.  This  includes  keeping  people  constantly  and 
fully  informed  about  the  health  consequences  of  smoking  and  pressing  for 
the  curtailing  of  all  forms  of  sales  promotion  that  encourage  the  use  of 
tobacco. 

It  has  been  suggested  in  a recently  published  paper*  that  the  most 
important  approaches  to  combat  the  health  hazards  of  smoking  are  as 
follows 


*Smoking  and  Health  by  Professor  C.M.  Fletcher  & Dr.  D.  Horn.  W.H.O, Publication. 


1,  The  education  of  youth  not  to  take  up  smoking. 

(in  this  respect  all  those  adults  who  are  associated  with  and 
have  influence  over  young  people  should  by  the  force  of  their 
o\m  example  discourage  them  from  starting  to  smoke.  These 
include  parents,  teachers,  youth  leaders,  sportsmen,  actors, 
pop  stars,  and  others  whom  young  people  admire  and  may  emulate. ) 

2.  The  exerting  of  influence  of  health  workers. 

(The  medical  profession  have  recognised  the  hazard,  and  now  only 
a quarter  of  British  male  doctors  smoke.  Their  death  rate  from 
lung  cancer  is  now  only  2/5th  of  the  national  figure.) 

5.  Group  approaches  to  the  control  of  cigarette  smoking  by  adults. 

4.  Hass  approaches  to  the  control  of  cigarette  smoking, 

5.  Reducing  the  effectiveness  of  the  advertising  and  promotion  of 
cigarettes. 

6.  Less  hazardous  smoking. 

The  incidence  of  early  degenerative  disease  of  the  arteries,  particularly 
in  males,  is  increasing  in  all  cultivated  societies  of  the  ;;orld.  Its 
prevention  is  one  of  the  greatest  challenges  of  modern  medicine.  Men  in 
their  prime  at  a time  of  their  major  contribution  to  their  community  are 
struck  down  by  coronary  thrombosis  or  strokes.  The  causes  are  multiple, 
and,  as  stated,  cigarette  smoking  is  probably  a factor.  As  well  as  being 
part  of  the  process  of  ageing,  hereditary  factors  are  involved  in  some. 

V/omen  are  less  affected  until  after  the  menopause,  indicating  a hormonal 
protection.  The  only  clear  evidence  is  that  the  incidence  is  lower  in 
those  who  take  regular  physical  exercise  and  who  are  not  obese.  This 
salient  feature  needs  emphasis,  as  it  is  easy  in  a modern  industrialised 
society  vrith  the  majority  occupied  in  sedentary  occupations,  the  •vrLdespread 
use  of  motor  transport  and  television,  for  many  to  become  physically 
inactive.  It  is  wise  to  establish  a way  of  life  soon  after  leaving 
school  in  v^hich  there  is  regular  participation  in  physical  exercise  which 
can  be  suitably  modified  to  the  passing  years.  This  combined  with  some 
moderation  in  the  consumption  of  food,  may  help  to  prevent  the  early 
onset  of  arterial  disease. 

The  yearly  toll  of  injury  and  death  from  road  accidents  mounts 
steadily.  In  an  overpopulated  island  with  congested  roads,  and  with 
an  anticipated  increase  of  numbers  of  vehicles  annually,  it  must  be 
expected  inevitably  that  this  death  rate  will  not  decline.  However 
the  majority  of  deaths  (and  injuries)  occur  in  males  in  the  age  group 
19-24.  The  young  male  vrould  appear  to  be  the  participant  and  maybe  the 
cause  of  transgression  on  the  road.  It  would  suggest  that  there  is  a 
field  for  action  in  the  education  of  this  group  in  the  principles  of 
road  safety,  which  could  start  at  school.  In  1970,  7,500  were  killed 
on  the  roads  as  compared  with  7,583  in  1969. 


Deaths  from  accidents  in  the  home  are  also  continuing  at  a rate 
which  is  far  too  high.  Almost  three  quarters  of  the  fatalities  occur 
in  elderly  people  or  in  children  under  5 years  of  age. 

In  England  and  Wales  during  1969  a total  of  6,507  people  died  as  a 
result  of  accidents  in  and  around  the  home.  This  is  107  (or  1.6  per  cent) 
fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  Further  analysis  indicated  that  although 
29  more  people  died  in  residential  institutions,  the  number  of  deaths  which 
occurred  in  private  homes  fell  by  136. 

Summary  of  accidents  in  1 969 


Cause  of  Death 

Private  Homes 

Residential 

Institutions 

Total  Deaths 

Poisoning 

813 

13 

826 

Falls 

2,873 

1,019 

3,892 

Burns  and  Scalds 

733 

32 

765 

Suffocation  and  Choking 

561 

90 

651 

Others 

335 

38 

373 

Total 

5,315 

1,192 

6,507 

Every  year  more  people  die  from  falls  than  from  all  other  accidents 
in  the  home  - as  many  as  60  per  cent  of  the  fatalities  in  1969  resulted 
from  falls.  Poisoning  is  the  second  major  cause,  accounting  for  15  per 
cent  of  the  total.  About  12  per  cent  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  scalds 
and  burns,  while  accidental  suffocation  and  choking  resulted  in  a 
further  10  per  cent. 


Cause.  Age-group  and  Sex 


Cause  of  Death 

Age-group 

Sex 

Total 

Deaths 

0-4 

5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65  H- 

Hale 

Female 

Poisoning 

28 

13 

198 

251 

536 

345 

431 

826 

Falls 

71 

7 

78 

273 

3,463 

1,072 

2,820 

3,892 

Bums  and  Scalds 
Suffocation  and 

133 

37 

56 

129 

410 

288 

477 

765 

Choking 

428 

21 

57 

62 

83 

413 

238 

651 

Others 

86 

8 

71 

59 

149 

170 

203 

373 

Total 

746 

86 

460 

774 

4,441 

2,233 

4,219 

6,507 

Death  Rate* 

18.2 

1.2 

2.4 

6.5 

71.0 

9.6 

16.8 

13.3 

♦Deaths  per  1CX),000  population 


Elderly  people  are  by  far  the  most  frequent  victims  of  fatal 
home  accidents,  and  in  1969  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  people  who 
died  in  this  way  were  65  and  over,  Sevent^’^-eight  per  cent  of  the 
deaths  in  this  particular  a^e-group  were  caused  by  falls.  Children  under 
five  years  old  accounted  for  over  11  per  cent  of  the  total. 

According  to  the  data,  about  65  per  cent  of  the  victims  in  1969 
were  women  or  girls. 

Falls 


Compared  with  1968,  the  number  of  people  who  died  as  a result  of 
accidental  falls  in  the  home  fell  by  53  to  5»892. 


Cause  of  Death 

Age- 

group 

Sez 

Total 

0-4 

5-14  15 

-44 

45-64 

65  + 

Male 

Female 

Deaths 

Falls  on  stairs 

13 

_ 

37 

114 

482 

263 

383 

646 

Falls  from  ladders 

- 

1 

7 

10 

16 

27 

7 

34 

Falls  from  buildings 
Other  falls  from  one 

16 

4 

17 

14 

39 

60 

30 

90 

level  to  another 

32 

1 

5 

29 

316 

111 

212 

383 

Falls  on  same  level 
Other  and  unspecified 

1 

2 

16 

339 

83 

325 

408 

falls 

9 

1 

10 

90 

2,221 

528 

1,803 

2,331 

Total 

71 

7 

78 

273 

3,463 

1,072 

2,820 

3,892 

Women  accounted  for  three-quarters  of  the  deaths  in  the  65  and  over 
age-group,  but  only  40  per  cent  of  the  fatalities  among  the  younger 
age-Sroups, 
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Foisoninfl: 


There  were  826  deaths  from  accidental  poisoning  in  six  per  cent 

fewer  than  in  the  previous  year. 


Cause  of  Death 

Age- 

group 

Sex 

Total 

0-4 

5-14  15 

-44 

45-64 

65  + 

Male 

Female 

Deaths 

Barbiturates 

5 

73 

135 

65 

107 

169 

276 

Analgesics  and 
antipyretics 

2 

1 

14 

6 

3 

17 

9 

26 

Other  sedatives 

— 

- 

15 

10 

8 

10 

23 

33 

Nervous  system  and 

psychotherapeutic  drugs 

6 

3 

16 

11 

4 

19 

21 

40 

Other  and  unspecified 
drugs 

6 

1 

12 

20 

8 

11 

36 

47 

Alcohol 

— 

— 

5 

7 

1 

9 

4 

13 

Other  solids  and  liquids 

4 

— 

2 

3 

— 

5 

4 

9 

TOTAL,  solids  and  liquids 

21 

5 

137 

192 

89 

178 

266 

444 

Piped  gas 

4 

36 

36 

213 

110 

179 

289 

Kotor  vehicle  exhaust  and 
other  carbon  monoxide 
gases 

7 

4 

22 

22 

34 

53 

36 

89 

Other  gases  and  vapours 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

4 

— 

4 

TOTAL,  gases  and  vapours 

7 

8 

61 

59 

247 

167 

215 

382 

TOTAL 

28 

13 

198 

251 

336 

345 

481 

826 

The  number  of  people  who  died  from  poisoning  by  ordinary  domestic  piped 
gas  fell  by  29  per  cent,  while  there  was  an  18  per  cent  increase  in  deaths 
involving  drugs  and  medicaments  - from  358  to  422. 

Bums  and  Scalds 


Accidental  bums  and  scalds  resulted  in  765  deaths  during  1969»  compared 
with  781  fatalities  in  1 968. 


— 17 


< . 'li.  » > W'^ 


-.  ^jr.- I.#4^  . - ; ,.■■,  .-^r;. ...  ..  i.*-  ’ f . r''*" 


. ‘W' 

y/£i 


- y-r 


/ AilLtl 


:;r>?a5f6#Jto<|>  if.?^  «S?5  in^w^ 


I. 


^tS 


«e 


.-iJ' 


i 

t^. 


ft 


•i^ii 


s' 

* I 

mp  ^ <fc'r  iw  »ii» 


)Bl^ 


SfJ 


I»...fc.-'..^i..>««||»^l^ll  < «|»  I III  <ii^«»w»»i|.«i  '|<H^, 

■,<■1  > i »^n»  -4 


► . J - . , , • ’ * ' . . 

'■  *1%  rnmttMftm  IWiii.  I 'i»<i<|TgjE  ■!!%  a 


r-o*  . ' V 


..  I. 


' ■ 


■V  I Ah»^' 


0t 

m 

j5a 

0m 

Ti 

a 

f 

W 

or 

6 

or 

«»■ 

1$  • 

er 

> . . ’” 

rr- 

at 

r f 

8 

05 

/ 

sr 

r 

? „ 

r 

k 

r 

- 

s 


- 


a 

a 

> 


^ • 9?r  rc? 


is. 


V^'  -i.  •" 


•;  •/■'.  . - .V  , - * - 


• 4' 


t&iUj;)^  ^.la  Tr«t4#0 


• /.r. 
» , 


'^f  .V  «r»“ 


4 


€Tf  ■ orr 


■a’ 

.ay«*i«^'U>» 


i'-:^ 


9^ 


tiS 

- ■"'«>  r-  - 

■I 

'■■■  >.  •■'- 

fiS’  ss 

r t 

amiJt 

, » 

r 

m 

JHUv" 

..  • 

v'- 

• ' <-. 


i wi  ^isjbdfeir  iotoH 

\ toiled 

%'UKt^^'V  fi.lt^:  »ei>«^,_Z5a|wO^ 


'’J 


ra> , 


a^e  ie^ 


tr 


\k 


O 


. ■•■  ■•  - 

^ ffXtW^:Xirb  V^XASiMO  ««!  b^kh  ^Sq^il  i0  9df  ':"-  '* 

4li|jr^ad  Ju  «ea9-s*^  ^o«t>  cisw  ♦if^  ,4Kftea^  ■3r«<t  »s;j 

^ . -t, .‘;  .si^  S??" 


■ '^  ■ < ■'■  ’.'.Ai 

vm:.  ^#''':^  ■'  "v:' 

•..  .-  . , ...  ...  .. 

f l^ffi-Liib  iti  i)9iiJ/8«  a&iAt^e  Jrtfi  Uterus  SwimbtooA 


H. 


jMj^JaaLssss^.^ 


'jmm 


* '.;* 


•Sa^i  ai  W rfiXif  A 

■s«, 


■ 


;.u  ‘-,t  ■«.  ) . " 

■ • - 1^"  ■■■  ■^  . • ^ ^ t ■■'. 


T- 


* ■■'  '.3-:.. 


■ 5-'.'  ■ 


Cause  of  Death 

Age-group 

Sex 

Total 

Deaths 

0-4 

5-1 4 1 5-44 

45-64 

65  + 

Male  Female 

Bums  by  clothing 

7 

9 

10 

26 

142 

39 

155 

194 

Burns  from  uncontrolled 

fire 

10 

2 

2 

13 

96 

41 

82 

123 

Conflagration 

85 

23 

27 

36 

61 

115 

117 

232 

Other  and  \mspecified 

bums 

18 

2 

17 

40 

75 

74 

78 

152 

TOTAL,  fire  and  flames 

120 

36 

56 

115 

374 

269 

432 

701 

Hot  substance,  corrosive 

liquid  and  steam 

13 

1 

— 

14 

36 

19 

45 

64 

TOTAL 

133 

37 

56 

129 

410 

288 

477 

765 

Of  the  194  deaths  from  clothing  catching  light,  37  were  attributed  to 
open  fires,  34  to  electric  fires  and  27  to  matches  and  cigarettes,  etc. 

The  majority  of  the  194  victims  were  women  aged  65  and  over. 

Suffocation  and  Choking 

Accidental  suffocation  and  choking  caused  649  deaths  in  1968  and  651  deaths 
in  1969.  Babies  and  young  children  are  particularly  susceptible  to  accidents 
of  this  kind,  accounting  for  two-thirds  of  the  deaths  every  year. 


Cause  of  Death 

Age- 

group 

Sex 

Total 

0-4 

5-14  15 

-44  45- 

-64 

65  + 

Male 

Female 

Deaths 

Inhalation  and  ingestion 
of  food 

234 

6 

28 

52 

74 

227 

167 

394 

Inhalation  and  ingestion 
of  other  objects 

19 

1 

2 

2 

5 

19 

10 

29 

Suffocation  in  bed  or 
cradle 

154 

1 

3 

1 

_ 

105 

54 

159 

Other  and  unspecified 
suffocation 

21 

13 

24 

7 

4 

62 

7 

69 

TOTAL 

428 

21 

57 

62 

83 

413 

238 

651 

Choking  over  food  resulted  in  more  than  half  the  fatalities  among  the 
under- fives. 
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other  Causes 


During  19^9  there  were  an  additional  373  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  from 
miscellaneous  accidents  in  and  around  the  home. 


Cause  of  Death 

Age-group 

Sex 

Total 

Deaths 

0-4 

5-14  15-44 

45-64 

65  + 

Male 

Female 

Droraing  and  submersion* 

27 

3 

20 

15 

17 

31 

51 

82 

Electric  current/ 

8 

— 

28 

11 

11 

35 

23 

53 

Excessive  cold 

1 

- 

— 

5 

59 

10 

55 

65 

Hunger,  thirst,  exposure 

and  neglect 

16 

- 

3 

9 

16 

18 

26 

44 

Struck  by  falling  object 

14 

3 

3 

5 

7 

24 

8 

32 

Striking  against  or  struck 

by  object 

5 

- 

1 

2 

11 

9 

10 

19 

Other  and  unspecified** 

15 

2 

16 

12 

28 

43 

30 

73 

TOTAL 

86 

8 

71 

59 

149 

170 

203 

373 

^Altogether  523  people  were  accidentally  drovmed  in  1969.  Although 
only  82  of  these  occurred  at  home,  the  majority  of  the  remaining  deaths 
were  associated  with  everyday  leisure  activities. 

/Excludes  bums  by  heat  from  electrical  appliances. 

♦♦Includes  cutting  or  piercing  instruments  (l3  deaths),  foreign  body 

in  orifice  (l2  deaths),  explosive  material  (7  deaths)  and  firearms  (7  deaths 

As  many  as  50  of  the  65  people  who  died  from  excessive  cold  were  women 
aged  65  or  over. 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  MD  NELPARB 

SERVICES 


LABOR.\TORY  SERVICE 


Laboratory  -work  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis  and  control 
of  infectious  diseases  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
in  Northampton  under  Dr.  Hoyle,  and  is  free  of  cost  to  the  Local 
Authority.  An  efficient  and  helpful  service  is  always  provided,  and 
we  thank  Dr.  Hoyle  for  his  constant  co-operation. 

INFAl'IT  V/ELPARE  CENTRES 


Infant  V/elfare  Clinics  are  held  at:- 

Brixworth  - 3rd  Friday  of  each  month  in  the  Village  Hall 
Welford  - 4th  Thursday  of  each  month  in  the  Village  Hall 
Moulton  - 1 st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month  in  the  Manf ield  Hall 
Spratton  - 3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month  in  the  Village  Institute 

The  Mobile  Caravan  Clinic  v/hich  was  instituted  to  supply  services 
to  those  villages  which  were  without  access  to  existing  Clinics,  now 
operates  at  Ravensthorpe,  East  Haddon,  Holcot,  Walgrave,  Old,  Hannington, 
Overstone,  Pitsford  and  Harlestone.  Transport  facilities  are  provided 
by  the  County  Council  in  various  parts  of  the  District  for  motheisand 
children  to  attend  clinics  at  a nearby  centre. 

AMBULAi:CE  SERVICE 


General  medical  and  surgical  cases  are  removed  by  the  County 
Ambulance  Service,  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council.  Infectious 
diseases  cases  are  also  removed  under  the  same  arrangements. 

IRJRSING  IN  THE  HOKE 


The  services  of  District  Nurses,  Mid-wives  and  Health  Visitors  are 
provided  by  the  County  Council,  and  the  area  is  well  covered.  The  Home 
Help  Servi.ce  is  also  provided  by  the  County  Council,  This  is  a very 
necessary  service,  and  affords  considerable  benefit  to  the  community 
both  for  domiciliary  maternity  cases  and  particularly  in  this  area  in 
the  care  of  old  people,  who  can  remain  comfortably  at  home  and  who, 
without  this  help,  would  be  in  Institutions, 
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GElTilRAL  HOSPITAL  ACCOMODATION 


The  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  hospitals  and  out-patient  clinics. 

All  medical,  surgical  and  paediatric  and  gynaecological  cases  are 
treated  at  Northampton  General  Hospital. 

Maternity  cases  are  treated  at  the  Barratt  Maternity  Home,  which 
forms  part  of  the  General  Hospital. 

Accident  and  orthopaedic  cases  are  treated  at  the  General  Hospital, 
and  the  latter  also  at  the  Manfield  Hospital,  Northampton. 

The  Geriatric  Units  for  old  ladies  - and  for  the  first  time  a 
limited  number  of  old  gentlemen  - are  situated  at  Pitsford  within 
this  district. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  which  require  isolation  are  treated 
at  the  Harborough  Road  Isolation  Hospital,  Northampton,  which  comes 
under  the  administration  of  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Cases 
of  tuberculosis  are  treated  at  Creaton  Hospital. 

vrELFARE  OF  TK3  AGED  - National  Assistance  Act,  1948  - Section  47  and 
National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

Under  this  section  the  Council  is  responsible  for  the  removal  to 
suitable  premises  of  persons  needing  care  and  attention.  No  action  was 
necessary  under  this  Act,  this  year,  though  a number  of  old  people  were 
kept  under  supervision,  and  arrangements  made  for  them  to  enter 
Institutions  or  to  be  looked  after  by  other  means.  We  are  fortunate 
in  this  district  in  having  t\^o  comfortable  coimtry  houses  at  Pitsford 
as  geriatric  hospitals. 

SERVICES  FOR  OLD  PEOPLE 


The  following  provide  services  for  old  people 

1 . The  National  Health  Service 

(a)  General  Practitioner  Service. 

(b)  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  including  the  Almoner  Service. 

In  this  district  there  are  tv;o  geriatric  hospitals  for  old  ladies, 

• with  one  of  them  taking  a few  old  gentlemen,  at  Pitsford. 

2.  The  County  Council 

(a)  The  Health  Denartraent 


1.  District  Nurses 

2.  Health  Visitors 
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3*  Home  Helps 

4.  Chiropody  Service 

5.  Certain  home  equipment 


(b)  The  V/elfare  Department 

1,  Part  111  accommodation  and  homes.  There  are  none  in  this 
district. 

2.  Special  services  for  the  blind,  etc.,  and  home  fittings. 

3.  The  Department  of  Health  & Social  Security 
Financial  help. 

4,  The  District  Council 

Homes  for  the  aged,  flats  and  in  some  cases  flatlets  with  warden 
supervision. 

5.  Voluntary  Organisations 

These  are  many  and  services  vary  in  different  areas.  They 
include  holiday  schemes  in  v/hich  old  people  are  taken  on  seaside 
holidays  in  off  season  times.  The  Psirby  and  Joan  Clubs,  "Heals 
on  i^heels"  Service,  and  home  visiting.  The  V/omens'  Voluntary’’ 
Service  very  often  undertake  many  of  the  above  duties,  v^hile  in 
other  areas  local  voluntary  Committees  run  the  various  organisations. 
The  Rural  Communities  Council  together  with  the  Old  Peoples'  V/elfare 
Committee  provide  co-operation  between  the  various  services, 

6,  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs 

The  facilities  provided  by  these  organisations  are  very  much 
appreciated  by  the  elderly  members  of  the  communities  which  they 
serve.  There  are  several  old  peoples'  clubs  in  the  district,  all 
of  which  provide  very  full  programmes  of  activities  for  their 
members.  Such  activities  normally  include  excursions  to  places 
of  interest,  Concert  Parties,  Bingo,  .<hist  and  Beetle  Drives. 

Several  Clubs  arrange  chiropody  treatment  for  their  members,  and 
also  obtain  certain  commodities  at  concessionary  prices  for  sale 
at  their  meetings.  Details  regarding  Clubs  in  the  Council's  area 
are  given  below 

Evergreen  Club,  Brin-^ton  (first  meeting  in  March  1971) 

Secretary:  Mrs.  G,  Joolnough 

Meetings:  Fortnightly  on  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  of 

each  month  at  the  Reading  Room,  Great  Brington 

lOvergreen  Club,  Brixworth 

Secretary:  Mrs.  A.L.  Fryer 

Meetiiigs:  Weekly  on  Thursday  afternoons  at  the  Parish  Hall. 
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Spencer  Club,  Chapel  Brampton 


Secretary:  Mrs.  H.H.  Brooks 

Meetings:  Monthly  on  Fridays  at  the  Spencer  Arms 

Everfcreen  Club,  Harlestone 

Secretary:  Mrs.  F.  Smith 

Meeting:  Alternate  Thursdays  at  the  Church  Institute 


Evergreen  Club«  Holcot 

Secretary:  Mrs.  B.  Turland 

Meetings:  Alternate  'Wednesdays  in  the  W.I.  Hall 


Darby  end  Joan  Club,  Moulton 


Secretary:  Mr.  A,  Chappell 

Meetings:  Alternate  V'ednesday  evenings  at  the  Manfield  Hall 


Naseby,  Haselbech  and  Clipston  Friendship  Club,  Haseby  (first  meeting 


Secretary: 
Meetings : 


Mrs.  D.  Nevrby 

Monthly  on  Mondays  at  Haseby 


held  in  />.pril 


1971) 


Golden  Link  Club.  Overstone 

Secretary:  Mrs.  S.  Fitzhugh 

Meetings:  Alternate  'Wednesdays  at  Sp-rell  Old  School. 


Senior  Citizens*  Club,  Ravensthoroe  and  Bast  Haddon 

Secretary:  The  Rev.  B.  Fernyhough 

Meetings:  Last  Friday  in  the  month  at  Ravensthorpe  Village  Hall 

Evergreen  Club,  Sjbbertoft 

Secretary:  Mrs.  J.  Kimbell 

Meetings:  Fortnightly  on  Thursday  afternoons  at  the  Reading  Room 

Evergreen  Club,  ^p rat ton 

Secretary:  Mrs.  VJ.H.  Girling 

Meetings:  Monthly  on  afternoon  of  first  Tuesday  at  the  W.I.  Hall 


Darby  and  Joan  Club.  Wal grave 

Secretary:  Mrs.  S.  Levels 

Meetings:  'Weekly  on  Tuesday  afternoons  at  the  Church  Rooms 

Welcome  Club,  V.'elford 

Secretary:  Mrs.  G.  Vaughan 

.Meetings:  i^onthly  on  afternoon  of  first  Thursday  at  the  Village 

Hall. 


- 25  - 


■ ■■'*4»*J*’* 


. »’  J »■>  . 


•-. » *. 


- 

. ;*. 


tgii>2,3aa%S. 


lAS^ 4 'ij 


'5 


4tv-:^iW£.# 


V . . 


fi 


t^>‘- 


.♦>■' ' 


'« 


■ ^-luT^'W.  ■ - • ... 

'*’.  : Jl.:-'  JS  -'  - ’ ^ IV  W ... 


- •v  >^  • • '■  C ^ 'r*'i 

.^1j54  bli^iliLSml  sdi  fs^ala*^^  XaIh^^oJwV  v ' 


-jwJ&fWS 

qi  ltx%i^  st^  . gum  V ,.^’'‘" 

mjeiwtoK  no 


Viv 


0^  >_-‘V'-i*  A A.  ■ ■* 

;S  A'J  t* 

''■‘T-  rx«v^>* 

f’*4., 


iSjixiiiXX  ;?  .otE’  stas4»T»9^;  .'.V...:;  " '*'’' 

JCi,  ■ tni|ajL»»*tf  ■ ■:  .>,*’• 

^f!h..'jssSff^ti£}.:s>.^!& . 


- >■-- J 

Sir 

1 

v‘  > 


tA  wi#  el- 

“ ' ' a .-'V-:--  ■ • . . :.M'v 


'■■'< , ' 
y-.<^ '.'•i 


• ' >' 


..li' 


^x',  •ML’i 
• " -tL  A.:.. 


V 


) . . . - ■■  _:x-  ■ ' 

.:irfX£tfiO£[  444-:  eil[<^•aitiTk^tJi  ttO  ^ '•  .^  ' •. -r  ^'  .-r^;  ■ 

'jtfjslf  ♦•X-.W’  #0  i-KTifi  Ito'  ^c  xJ^iCitra^  ■ re.:s^^^^^^atc 


TVi''; 
•V 


>‘\-^  tJ 


l-*-*VJ^v 


U . .S  ■ i iw  ♦'  jyii^e'W*! 


g-W^SS 


LV  'W--20 


.i}*v?ppB{Oh  >4i  *«  s«fj;fluUj 


'■.*  < I ■ t ^ ' . ' . *■  ■ ■ ti^ti  ■ .A  * '^  ' - '■■  '’'• 


\ 


..  >- 

i,  ' 


■r:  '■  ,-;?»•  ' .'-v.,..-  -'2 


PPRB^ 

♦<  "-T-  ::•  _',g  " ,'>  - ‘'^.  ■■■ 


/i-i  .*■  .r!^' 


• . V#  , 


S E C T I ON  C 


SANITARY  CI?EU!-ISTANCBS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  whole  of  the  Rural  District  falls  within  the  area  covered 
by  the  Kid-Northamptonshire  Water  Board  and  every  part  of  the  Council's 
District  is  provided  with  a piped  mains  supply.  The  source  of  supply 
for  the  Board  is  Pitsford  Reservoir,  which  has  a capacity  of  approximately 
4,000  million  gallons.  Treatment  of  the  water  consists  of  softening, 
filtration  and  finally  chlorination. 

A.  full  and  wholesome  supply  of  vrater  was  maintained  by  the  Water 
Board  throughout  1 970. 

The  Water  Board's  own  staff  carry  out  routine  bacteriological  and 
chemical  sampling  of  the  v^ater  supplies.  Throughout  the  year  the 
supplies  in  the  Council's  District  were  satisfactory  vyith  regard  to 
quality  and  no  instances  of  contamination  of  water  supplies  were 
reported  to  the  Council. 

The  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supplied  to  this 
District  has  been  shown  to  be  0.25  parts  per  million  parts  of  water. 

The  follovring  figures  are  supplied  by  the  Iiid-Northamptonshire 
Water  Board 


Bacteriological  samples  taken  in  Brixi-yorth 


43 

4. 


Rural  District 

Chemical  analyses  at  Treatment  Works 
Bacteriological  samples  taken  at 


185 


Treatment  'dorks 


PRIVAT?]  SAIiPLSS 

Six  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year. 


Due  to  the  Council's  policy  in  the  post  war  years  of  giving  priority 
to  the  provision  of  main  drainage  schemes  and  modern  sev/age  treatment 
plants,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  Rural  District  has  now  been 
provided  with  sevrage  works,  and  for  the  fev/  villages  which  have  not  yet 
been  dealt  ^d.th  (Karston  Trussell,  Teeton,  Coton,  Great  and  Little 
Brington)  schemes  have  been  prepared  by  the  Council's  Consulting 
Engineers  and  these  await  Ministerial  approval. 
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During  the  year  the  scheme  for  sewering  the  villages  of 
Arthing\^orth  and  Kelmarsh  commenced  with  the  enlargement  of  the 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Oxendon  to  treat  the  additional  sewage 
pumped  from  these  two  villages.  Satisfactory  progress  vras  made 
on  the  scheme  during  the  year,  and  it  should  be  completed  on  schedule 
during  1 97 1 . 

As  the  various  sewage  treatment  works  are  scattered  throughout  the 
District,  maintenance  is  carried  out  by  mobile  teams  who  visit  the 
different  works  on  a schedule.  At  two  of  the  larger  works,  hov^ever, 
full-time  attendance  is  provided. 

The  standard  of  effluent  discharged  from  some  of  the  Council's 
sewage  works  has  been  disappointing  in  the  past,  and  there  is  a great 
need  to  improve  maintenance  and  to  modernise  many  of  the  existing  sewage 
works  which  were  built  at  a time  of  austerity. 

Sludge  drying  beds  and  storage  facilities  are  well  below  standard 
at  most  of  the  sewage  works,  and  at  one  \7orks  only  is  a v;ater  supply 
provided. 

However,  the  maintenance  of  the  works  has  improved  during  1970, 
and  this  has  been  reflected  in  the  increased  standards  of  effluents  now 
being  discharged.  Despite  this,  if  the  Council  is  to  carry  out  its 
statutory  duties  satisfactorily,  improvements  must  be  made  to  many 
of  the  vforks,  and  modern  mechanical  aids  provided  to  assist  in 
raising  the  standard  req.uired. 

A scale  of  charges  is  operated  by  the  Council  for  the  reception 
and  treatment  of  farm  effluents,  as  required  by  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1961.  Dairy  farms  are,  of  course,  the  type  of  farm  which  give  rise  to 
the  greatest  flow  of  farm  wastes,  and  a large  number  of  such  farms 
exist  in  the  Rural  District. 

DISIITFSCTIOI'I 


Concurrent  and  terminal  disinfection  by  means  of  gaseous  liquid 
disinfectants  is  carried  out  in  houses  vrhere  certain  infectious  diseases 
are  notified.  No  requests  for  disinfection  of  premises  were  received 
during  the  year. 


DISINFj]3TATI0N 


This  service,  which  includes  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs,  is 
carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  Council  at  the  request  of  owners  or 
tenants  of  houses  complaining  of  the  presence  of  vermin.  No  action 
was  necessary  during  1970. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTIOlx’  AND  DISPOS.UL 


A Paper  Sack  system  of  household  refuse  collection  is  carried  out 
throu^out  the  whole  of  the  District  on  a weekly  basis.  This  service 
is  maintained  by  the  use  of  two  full-time  teams,  each  comprising’  a 
driver  and  two  loaders,  operating  fully  enclosed  modern  "fore  and  aft" 
tipping  vehicles.  The  service  has  operated  satisfactorily  throughout 
the  year. 

All  refuse  collected  in  the  area  is  disposed  of  by  "controlled 
tipping"  on  a disused  ironstone  quarry  and  a gravel  pit. 

A contractor  is  employed  full-time  to  maintain  the  tips  with  the 
aid  of  mechanical  plant. 

During  the  year  an  earth  dam  was  constructed  at  the  Brixworth  Tip 
and  2-^  acres  of  land  reclaimed  by  soiling  and  grass  seeding. 

To  encourage  ratepapers  to  dispose  of  rubbish  other  than  the 
normal  household  refuse  collected  by  the  Council,  an  area  was  set 
aside  at  the  entrance  of  the  Brixirorth  Tip  for  its  reception  24 
hours  in  the  day.  Timber  screening  to  both  tips  has  proved  to  be 
successful  in  keeping  the  immediate  areas  clean. 

During  the  year  two  vehicles  were  found  abandoned  on  the  roadside 
within  the  District,  and  these  vrere  removed  and  disposed  of  under  the 
pov;ers  vested  in  the  Local  Authority  by  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967. 

The  Council  has  been  very  concerned  with  the  indiscriminate 
dumping  of  rubbish  on  the  highwa;r  verges.  The  careless  dumping  of  a 
pile  of  concrete  blocks,  the  odd  pile  of  plastic  bags,  tiles  or  other 
refuse  "hidden"  behind  a hedge,  can  spoil  the  district. 

Every  effort  must  be  taken  to  discourage  litter  louts  from 
spoiling  the  countryside.  It  is  regrettable  that  they  are  not  caught 
and  hauled  before  the  Courts.  Eov/ever,  with  the  general  public's 
becoming  aware  of  the  necessity  of  preventing  "pollution",  a word  we 
now  see  daily  in  print,  it  is  becoming  to  be  accepted  that  environment 
is  as  important  as  convenience. 

FRSVEIiTION  OF  DAl-IAGB  BY  FSSTS  ACT,  1949 

Though  57  notifications  of  rodent  infestations  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year,  the  district  once  again  had  no  major  infestation. 

The  Council's  Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  V/orks  were  treated 
regularly  throughout  the  year. 
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The  Northamptonshire  Rat  Control  Committee  formed  in  1 969»  with 
representations  of  Local  Authorities,  National  Farmers  Union  and  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  campaign  for  the  eradication 
of  the  rat  in  the  County,  continued  in  existence,  and  once  again 
demonstrations  were  held  and  publicity  was  given  to  the  campaign 
through  both  press  and  radio. 

The  date  for  full  scale  baiting  was  fixed  for  November,  and  the 
response  was  again  very  encouraging.  As  a result  the  County  has 
experienced  a decrease  in  the  rat  population.  Until  we  obtain 
100/j  co-operation  from  the  whole  community  the  rat  will  continue  to 
live  with  us.  Not  a very  comforting  thought. 

We  must  strive  to  do  everything  vrithin  our  power  to  rid  the 
countryside  of  this  pest,  the  carrier  of  disease  and  destroyer  of 
much  food, 

MOVEABLE  UmLINCS  - PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SSCTION  26,  AND  TEE 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DSVELOFMEIiT  ACT,  I960 

Five  licences  were  granted  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 
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SEC  T I 0 N D 


HOUSING 


HousdLng  Act,  1957 

No.  of  pennanent  dwellings  in  area  6157 

Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for 
human  habitation  according  to  Sec.  16 
of  the  Act  and  suitable  for  action 
under  Sections  17  and  42  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957  166 

No,  of  houses  for  inclusion  in  Clearance 
Areas  87 

No.  of  houses  already  covered  by 
Clearance  Orders  5 

No.  of  houses  for  individual  demolition  76 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that,  for  the  purposes  of  the  report, 
the  total  number  of  unfit  houses  revealed  by  the  original  siirvey,  plus 
subsequent  additions  is  1051  but  by  the  time  the  report  had  been 
prepared  381  of  these  had  been  siif ficiently  improved  to  merit  upgrading 
whilst  a further  508  had  been  demolished. 


The  usual  work  of  the  Council  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health 
Acts  continued,  and  the  details  are  set  out  in  tabular  form  below  and 
on  page  45. 


Housing  Act.  1957.  Section  17 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 


No.  of  unfit  houses  represented 
No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made 
No.  of  Closing  Orders  made 
No.  of  houses  demolished 
No.  of  persons  affected 


Housing  Act,  1957.  Section  42 

1.  No.  of  Clearance  Orders  made 

2.  No.  of  houses  included  in  Area 

3.  No,  of  houses  demolished 

4.  No.  of  persons  affected 


2 

1 

1 

19 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Other  associa.ted  housing  statistics 


1,  No.  of  undertakings  received  1 

2.  No,  of  unfit  houses  upgraded  8 
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From  these  details  it  will  be  observed  that  the  total  number  of 
unfit  houses  throughout  the  district  declined  by  27  during  the  year, 
either  through  improvements  or  demolition,  whilst  1 house  cane  under 
control  by  means  of  an  undertaking  from  the  owner  not  to  re-let  after 
vacation  until  made  fit  for  human  habitation. 

Whilst  these  figures  show  good  progress  in  slum  clearance  during 
the  year  under  review,  itdiould  be  remembered  that  the  slum  clear£mce 
problem  in  the  Brixworth  Rural  District  had  largely  been  dealt  with  by 
the  end  of  1 960.  A survey  of  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1970  is  appended  below,  and  shows  the  position  in  better  perspective, 
with  only  20  houses  remaining  to  be  dealt  with.  This  is  a very 
satisfactory  position  and  the  District  Council  are  to  be  congratulated. 

No.  the  subject  of  Undertakings  129 

No.  dealt  with  by  Demolition  Order, 

Clearance  Order  or  Closing  Order  512 

No,  repaired  by  owners  and  upgraded  381 

No.  remaining  to  be  dealt  with  20 

Private  owners  continue  to  take  advantage,  encouraged  by  the 
Council,  of  the  financial  aid  available  for  improving  their  properties. 
The  position  to  date  is  summarised  as  follows 

488  properties  have  been  brought  up  to  modem  standards  by  the 
provision  of  Discretionary  Grants  amounting  in  total  to  £142,899  and 
improvements  to  a further  318  dwellings  have  been  aided  by  the  provision 
of  Standard  Grants  totalling  £41,064. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1969 

■ Housing  Re-Survey 

Of  the  1,223  dwellings  found  during  the  re-survey  to  be  lacking 
amenities,  278  had  by  the  end  of  the  year  been  provided  with  the 
amenities  required,  and  341  were  the  subject  of  Undertakings  from 
the  owner  not  to  re-let  until  the  specified  amenities  are  installed. 
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s E C T I 0 N E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
FOOD  AITD  DRUGS  ACT,  1955.  CLEM  FOOD 

DAIRIES 


There  are  three  registered  dairies  in  the  district,  and  during  the 
year  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained  therein. 

Regular  milk  sampling  of  untreated  milk  is  carried  out  by  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  the  County  Council,  v^ho  have 
kindly  agreed  to  co-operate  with  public  health  departments  in  the 
county.  Results  of  any  tests  which  are  not  satisfactory  are 
immediately  reported  and  suitable  action  is  taken.  This  service  has 
been  of  great  assistance,  and  our  thanks  for  this  helpful  service  are 
accorded  to  the  './eights  an'd  Measures  Department.  It  is  particularly 
useful  in  relation  to  Brucella  infection. 

FOOD  PREI'IISES 


There  are  120  food  premises  in  the  district,  the  total  number 
being  made  up  as  follows  - 63  shops,  2 cafes,  10  butchers'  shops, 

3 bakeries  and  42  public  houses. 

CONDEl-mED  FOOD 


Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  in  one  of  tv;o  ways,  i.e.  tinned  food 
is  buried  at  one  of  the  Council's  refuse  tips,  and  unsound  meat  is 
sent  to  the  Pytchley  Hunt  Kennels. 

ICE  CREAM 


Most  retailers  are  still  selling  pre-packed  varieties  only,  but 
it  is  now  possible  to  register  premises  for  the  sale  of  both  completely 
wrapped  and  partly  wrapped  products. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL) REGULATIONS,  1960 

155  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises  during  the  course  of  the 
year,  some  of  which  vrere  made  in  connection  with  the  Offices,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act. 

Contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  vrere  noted  in 
two  of  the  premises  visited  and  these  were  quickly  rectified  by  the 
traders  concerned. 
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Samples  taken  in  Brix\-/orth  Rural  District 

in  the  12  months  endin.?  st  I-iarch,  1971 


Brought  forward: 

62 

Milk 

42 

Jams, . etc. 

2 

Almond  Marzipan 

3 

J ellies 

1 

Beef  Suet 

1 

Lard,  Cooking  oils 

1 

Beer 

1 

Meat  Pastes 

1 

Butter 

2 

Medicaments 

1 

Cereals 

1 

Miscellaneous 

2 

Cheese 

4 

Pork  Pies 

5 

Chutney  & Sauces 

1 

Sausages,  etc. 

4 

Creams 

1 

Sweets  & Chocolates 

1 

Dried  Fruits 

1 

Margarine 

2 

Flavourings 

1 

Sausage  Rolls 

3 

Health  Drinks 

3 

Wines  oc  Spirits 

-J: 

Ice  Creams 

1 

TOTAL: 

Carried  forward: 

62 

REMARKS 


Only  one  sample  taken  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  period 
under  review  was  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  by  the  Public  Analyst. 
Follov/ing  the  receipt  of  a complaint  from  a member  of  the  public, 
a quantity  of  Lucozade  was  submitted  for  examination  and  vras  found  to 
contain  a quantity  of  case  in-type  material.  The  bottle  had  been 
in  the  complainant's  home  for  a week  prior  to  submission  and  it  vras 
not  possible  to  determine  at  which  point  the  objectionable  material 
had  been  introduced.  In  the  circumstances  the  manufacturers  were 
informed  and  they  were  asked  to  reinforce  their  inspection  procedures. 

Ten  samples  of  untreated  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  seven  being  subjected  to  the  brucella  ring  test,  two  to 
the  methylene  blue  test  and  one  sample  v:as  examined  for  the  presence 
of  tubercle  bacilli.  Three  samples  reacted  in  a positive  manner 
to  the  brucella  ring  test  and  the  results  were  notified  to  the  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  One  sample  failed  the  methylene  blue 
test  for  keeping  quality  and  the  producer  concerned  was  visited  and  given 
suitable  advice.  A repeat  sample  vzas  taken  and  was  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

WEIGHTS  AIID  MEA3UREo  ACT.  1963 

Of  the  4,112  articles  which  were  checked  for  weight  or  measure 
during  the  year,  27  were  found  to  be  deficient,  vrhilst  15  were  incorrect 
in  other  respects.  None  of  the  errors  was  sufficiently  serious  to  justify 
the  institution  of  legal  proceedings  and  they  were  dealt  ;ri.th  by  a.dvice 
or  caution  at  the  time  of  detection. 

The  above  report  was  supplied  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Department,  and  is  acknowledged  with  thanks. 
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SLAUGHTSI^HOUSSS 


The  standards  prescribed  in  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene) 
Regulations  1958  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 
Regulations  1958  continue  to  be  maintained  at  the  tv;o  licensed 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district, 

MEAT  INSPECTION 


Inspection  of  meat  was  maintained  at  100^  and  findings  are 
recorded  below. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


• 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  knovm) 

305 

1 

1,047 

10 

Number  inspected 

305 

1 

1,047 

10 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis  and  Cysticerci  • ' 

^rfhole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

31 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

10,0 

Nil 

0, 66 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  v^hich  some  part 
or  organ  vms  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  v;hich  some  part 
or  organ  vms  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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POULTRY  INSPECTION 


Routine  inspection  of  poultry  is  not  carried  out  as  there  are 
no  processing  establishments  in  the  district. 


Ul^SOUTTD  FOOD  SURRENDERED  OR  C0NDS^^TED 


1 . Meat  at  slaughterhouses 

2.  Heat  at  wholesale  premises 

3.  Meat  at  retail  shops 

4.  Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

5.  Canned  meats 

6.  Other  canned  foods 

7.  Fish 

8.  Fruit  and  vegetables 

9.  Frozen  foods 

10,  Other  foods 

Total: 


Tons 


Cwts.  lbs. 

5 4 


82 

81 


1 42 

1 8 

8 105 
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SEC  Tig  N P 


PREV.\LSNCE  OP.  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act,  1968 

Public  Health  (Infectious  PiseasesT  -<-e?ulation3 
Notification  of  food  poisonin?  and  infectious  diseases 

All  provisions  governing  the  notification  of  infectious  diseases 
and  food  poisoning  are  in  Sections  47  to  49  of  the  Health  Services  and 
Public  Health  Act  1968  and  the  Public  Health  (infectious  Diseases) 
Regulations  1968. 

The  infectious  diseases  to  be  notified  to  the  medical  officer  of 
health  are:- 

Acute  encephalitis 
Acute  meningitis 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Anthrax 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 
Dysentery 

(amoebic  or  bacillary) 

Infective  jaundice 
Leprosy 
Leptospirosis 
Malaria 
Measles 

Since  1968  notification  of  the  diseases  listed  below  is  no  longer 
required 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  Erysipelas 

Acute  primary  pneximonia  Membranous  croup 

Acute  rheumatism  Puerperal  pyrexia 

Responsibility  for  notifying  a case  or  suspected  case  of  food 
poisoning  or  infectious  disease  rests  exclusively  on  the  medical 
practitioner  attending  the  patient  unless  he  believes  that  another 
practitioner  has  already  notified  the  case. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  notification  of  infectious  diseases  from 
130  last  year  to  75  this  year. 

MEASLES 


Opthalmia  neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Plague 

Relapsing  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  Fever 

Typhus 

Ifhooping  cough 
Yellow  Fever 


The  incidence  of  measles  notification  decreased.  There  were  65 
cases  as  compared  with  113  in  1969.  </hile  measles  is  no  longer  a major 


- 34  - 


. -2 


,.yj 


a 


.3 


ga^r 

■'«  ■ 


:Sja.>aLsaa^gm  : 


■w 


l»JX-3b^,,iitt,«.^.g.»Ait 


*1?;: 


^tfiaii^  ««fl6t^0*laji  ;aiTj;»’l*v'o^  codtofra^  Ilik 

aa  dealY^  .pu^  I*  di  ea^oifo^S.  5»ato5aoq  Sffoi  fiOA 

(efcdiuitditll  <l#^d5  Oilds^  dit^  ott^'-uH 


' ' 9 * 

^io  -loajtlld  1*41^  drf  oi^  ^dddddifc  dwci^^lal 

>-•>  ' >'s!a  . - -^  •-'  ...rfl  ^ . . 


-V.4  j*  ■ 


>1 


■ -V- 


’i;; 


cufsoi^dxsOda  diUsXdXiix{0 
-aavdt  $iftri^t®i4^ 
, ’ 6W1«JR 
^dTd^  yjtaq^©51 


>S..  -V' 


.r  . , > . . 


XdYd*^  ;f9X'XA<>& 

xoqXXaflfi 
V €i«l*t®T 

;^r*i«dXwd’X9<i«f 


W sk.- 


feS": 

w ‘-  <-vV . -.t-- 


6t^HiMi<i»ai|d  dtuoA 
dX^Jt^Xndia  d^JcroA 
dZ^iXdV^X£o<|  siirdA 

!.'S.v  , 

^ , ._^; 
(ytAlUUMWf 

xoTd’t  bioiig’tg.L^-'H"'-^t  03utbm«£  x 

- „ 8««i?xj  ■■  '/■•J?®a|r‘^f'^  . ■, 

d^sro!)  ^./YittooifV  ,_.. . 1<  ,,  :?9! 


■ ij 


Xdvel  voXIdT 


■::Z 


;s. 


di^:£^X«3 

1^  K^  ■ WM:mm  --v-y^ 

Xd>isoX  ^ bZ  doldtf  tUfi&ii  Id  /W>i^4idjttJZjh>t|^  edffirE 

5^  --^  a ■ tfl  ' -Ifcen^tupdt  ;>^,. 

■ '■ 


.-4. 


-5f  ''V  ■'  ':  • i,' 

-.*••♦•  vii:  - tnT-'  .4 


. ■ •'■•>  • 


^Id<jl8Ti2  uJbao^l?^  eJffoA 

^'qfi/Mo  BtfOfldxdfSdH^^i  ^ > dindatrsi^q  x^ftai-Ri  dijffdA 

jtJbCfrr^  XBTsqrew^  ^ asi^rjKfcmrft 


* . ^i»»  “ > » * ■ - n*" , 


wj-  ^ 


attv  • 


hcc’i  lo  »%^0  t^fU9ii%UB  %P  d«A6  « VlJtt^ZtOfl  xoi  X^ilZ<fi8^{tBdi{ 


iaoilj««  5»di  iK  ^e^lau’Xay^  deftaaXX  «i/oXi^o«lari  ito  yiiaodio<f  ' a ^ 

X^^ocik  irdv^.tXe^  9d,8e<|^v 

*9idD  dd;r  b0jtrti:#<3irt  iija4  x»adltXtoaTr<^ 


’'■'_>  ■, 

V 


3:d*r1i  «iroi#o©lflZ  noZizdHiioa  al  aaajrxoofe^B  djs«  ••Sftiff  ^ 

B ^ f-Wtdt  «-Wi  5?  otJ  xiet  ^sbX  0<r 


^?ir  ’ 


' -I®;' 


jss-  Ai  6H  4i^ilr  fcd-tdwj’Wd  «t* ' 

m mm  ! - ” 


, vt'.'t 


S5« 


cause  of  morbidity  in  Britain,  it  is  an  unpleasant  illness  and  few 
reach  adult  life  without  having  contracted  it.  In  addition  in  the 
five  years  preceding  1968  there  v^ere  467  deaths.  An  infection  of 
such  universality  nay  result  in  complications,  including  neurological 
sequaelae  and  respiratory,  eye  and  aural  infections,  and  during  an 
epidemic  year  as  many  as  8,000  hospital  admissions  may  occur. 

The  regular  biennial  cycle  of  epidemics  of  measles  failed  to  occur 
in  the  1968-69  winter  and  again  in  the  winter  of  1969-70  there  vras  no 
national  epidemic,  due  probably  to  the  programme  of  immunisation  v^hich 
began  in  1968.  The  suspension  of  vaccination  in  March  1969  of  a 
certain  batch  of  vaccine  led  to  a shortage  and  the  rate  of  immunisation 
has  been  less  than  sufficient  to  prevent  the  number  of  susceptible 
children  increasing  with  the  new  births  each  year.  It  was  evident 
by  the  middle  of  1970  that  the  incidence  of  measles  would  be  hi^  as 
notifications  markedly  increased  and  continued  throughout  the  year. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  be  the  last  measles  epidemic. 

RUBELLA 


Rubella  vaccination  became  available  in  November  1970  and  this 
was  offered  to  all  girls  in  their  14th  year  of  life,  i.e.  aged  I3. 

A comprehensive  campaign  was  launched  by  the  County  Health  Department 
in  the  form  of  letters  to  general  practitioners  and  parents  informing 
them  of  the  availability  of  the  vaccine,  and  urging  as  many  girls  as 
possible  to  have  the  vaccination.  It  is  hoped  to  lower  the  age  limit 
to  cover  12  year  old  girls  as  soon  as  further  supplies  of  the  vaccine 
are  available. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

3 cases  were  notified.  This  disease  continues  in  its  mild  phase. 
Its  principle  interest  is  that  it  gives  a rough  indication  of  the  amount 
of  streptococcal  infection  in  the  community, 

V/HOOPINC  COUGH 

2 cases  were  notified.  This  is  another  condition  which  is  becoming 
largely  more  benign,  but  in  some  cases  this  can  be  distressing,  and  in 
infancy  a serious  illness.  Protection  to  this  disease  is  often  by 
triple  vaccination,  together  with  tetanus  and  diphtheria,  and  the  low 
incidence  in  the  district  may  be  ascribed  to  their  immunisation. 


DYSENTERY 


No  cases  were  notified. 
POLIOMYELITIS 


Once  again  there  have  been  no  cases,  and  this  freedom  can  be 
ascribed  to  immunisation  as  the  decline  in  incidence  has  occurred 
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concurrently  with  vaccination.  The  oral  Sabin  vaccine  is  now  used  which 
gives  a longer  lasting  immunity  than  the  Salk  or  injected  variety.  A 
drink  of  syrup  or  a lump  of  sugar  is  also  much  more  acceptable  to  the 
young  patients  than  the  previous  needle  prick. 

DIPHTHERIA 


There  have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  Northamptonshire 
since  1956.  There  is  therefore  with  each  successive  year  of  freedom 
from  infection  a diminishing  public  recollection  of  the  dangers  of 
this  infection.  Mothers  v/ithout  laiowledge  of  the  disease  feel  a 
false  security  and  may  fail  to  have  their  children  immunised.  That 
this  is  a dangerous  situation  cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed,  and 
only  by  keeping  up  the  number  of  children  immunised  may  the  disease 
be  kept  in  check.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  parents  to  have  their 
children  immunised,  and  if  they  fail  to  do  so  they  neglect  their 
children's  welfare. 

RESPIPJlTORY  II'IPfiCTIONS  AITD  INFLUENZA 


Eleven  deaths  were  recorded  this  year  from  pneumonia,  fifteen 
from  bronchitis  and  seven  from  influenza.  At  the  end  of  1969  and 
the  beginning  of  1 970  there  was  a severe  outbreak  of  influenza  which 
placed  a heavy  burden  on  the  health  services,  the  major  part  being 
on  the  general  practitioners.  The  care  provided  during  the  four 
weeks  of  the  outbrealc  vfas  exemplary  and  was  evidence  of  the  value  of 
the  general  practitioner  care  of  the  community. 

Other  respiratory  infections  are  now  seldom  a cause  of  death, 
except  as  a terminal  event,  but  remain  a considerable  cause  of  ill- 
health.  These  are  still  the  highest  cause  of  loss  of  working  hours, 
and  bronchitis,  nasal  catarrh  and  sinus  infections  are  still  a cause 
of  much  disability. 

SI-LALLPOX 

It  has  recently  been  recommended  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security  that  vaccination  against  smallpox  need  no  longer  be 
carried  out  as  a routine  procedure  in  early  childhood,  as  the  risk  of 
exposure  to  infection  is  far  less  likelj’’  than  at  any  previous  time  since 
the  disease  was  first  recorded  in  this  countiy. 

It  is  however  emphasised  that  all  travellers  to  and  from  areas  of 
the  world  where  smallpox  is  endemic  or  countries  where  eradication 
programmes  are  in  progress,  and  health  service  staff  who  come  into 
contact  with  patients  should  be  offered  vaccination  and  re-vaccination. 

INFECTIVE  JAUITDICH 


There  were  four  cases  notified  during  the  year.  The  Minister  of 
Health  gave  sanction  that  this  disease  should  be  made  locally  notifiable 
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as  from  the  1st  July,  1962,  for  three  years.  This  period  was  then 
extended  by  the  Ministry  for  a further  three  years.  By  arrangement 
with  other  District  Councils  this  also  became  operative  in  the  County 
of  Northamptonshire.  Under  the  Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act, 
1968,  this  disease  has  nov^  become  nationally  notifiable  since  the 
1st  October,  1968. 

Acute  infective  hepatitis  is  a disease  caused  by  a virus,  v^hich 
attacks  the  liver  and  causes  jaundice.  It  is  mainly  an  infection  of 
young  people  of  faecal-oral  spread,  and  ^d.th  an  incubation  period  of 
15-50  days.  The  incriminative  routes  of  infection  are  from  food 
handlers,  water,  and  children  to  their  mothers.  The  virus  is  present 
in  faeces  16  days  before  jaundice  and  up  to  8 days  after.  Serum 
hepatitis,  ’which  is  another  form  of  infective  hepatitis,  has  a longer 
incubation  period  of  50-160  days  and  affects  mainly  adults  and  can  be 
spread  by  blood  transfusion  and  inefficiently  sterilised  equipment  used 
by  doctors,  dentists,  nurses  and  drug  addicts,  and  in  the  various 
tattooing  processes.  The  clinical  groups  of  these  two  types  of 
hepatitis  are  indistinguishable.  There  is  no  specific  treatment  and 
a jaundiced  adult  would  be  away  from  v/ork  from  six  weeks  to  tv^o  months, 
and  sometimes  might  not  feel  really  fit  for  a year.  N^uarantine 
measures  are  of  little  value,  and  patients  can  be  treated  at  home  or  in 
hospital,  provided  adequate  hand  washing  techniques  are  practised,  with 
current  disinlection  of  excreta.  Serum  hepatitis  can  be  virtually 
abolished,  if  disposable  equipment  was  generally  introduced.  In  the 
County  disposable  equipment  is  used  by  the  County  Health  Department  for 
all  procedures  involving  immunisation.  Gamma  Globulin  is  of  value  for 
the  protection  of  close  contacts  and  pregnant  women  during  epidemics, 

FOOD  POISONING 


There  vras  one  isolated  case  of  food  poisoning  in  a young  male 
(contracted  outside  the  district).  The  organism  was  identified  as 
Salmonella  Enteritidis,  but  the  source  of  infection  was  not  found. 

The  condition  is  usually  caused  by  one  of  the  salmonella  organisms,  the 
commonest  being  the  typhimurium  strain  or  paratyphoid  A or  B.  The 
staphylococcus  gaining  an  entry  to  food  from  an  infected  spot  or  boil 
on  the  hands,  arms  or  face  of  a food  handler  may  also  cause  a severe 
form  of  food  poisoning.  Some  chemical  contaminants  can  be  an 
occasional  cause.  More  rarely,  typhoid  fever  and  botulism  may  occur. 
Hovrever,  the  commonest  form  of  food  poisoning  is  the  salmonella  gaining 
entry  into  food  by  faulty  hygiene  of  food  handlers.  The  sources  of 
infection  can  be  numerous,  uncooked  contaminated  (often  imported) 
meat  being  today  probably  one  of  the  commonest. 

TTJBBRCUL03I S 


There  v^ere  no  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  1 970. 
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Notification  of  the  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  was 
received  during  the  year. 


Disease 

Hale 

Female 

Total 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

— 

3 

.17 

V/ho oping  Cough 

1 

1 

2 

.11 

Keasles 

37 

28 

65 

3.44 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

- 

1 

.05 

Infective  Jaundice 

4 

- 

4 

.22 

Tuberculosis 

i 

— 

- 

— 

46 

29 

75 
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S E C T I 0 N G 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES -ACT , 1963 

Seven  additional  premises  were  registered  during  the  course 
of  the  year  and  due  to  closures  and  changes  in  staffing  arrangements 
the  provisions  regarding  registration  ceased  -to  apply  to  one  office, 
one  Retail  Shop  and  one  Catering  Establishment  included  in  the  total 
for  1969. 

Inspections  of  the  newly  registered  premises  revealed  8 
contraventions  of  the  Act,  most  of  which  were  minor  faults  soon 
rectified  by  the  employer.  In  addition  to  the  visits  made  for 
inspection  purposes,  65  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises 
in  order  to  advise  employers  regarding  requirements  of  the  Act, 

There  have  been  no  reports  of  accidents  in  registered  premises 
since  the  Act  came  into  force. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the 

Offices,  Shoos  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1965,  for 

the  year  1 970 


No.  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  the ' 
year 

No.  of  persons 
employed  in 
work  places 
incorporated 
with  registered 
premises 

No,  of  registered 
premises  inspect- 
ed during  the 
year 

Offices 

2 

18 

M 

30 

F 

36 

2 

Retail 

Shops 

1 

24 

26 

39 

1 

Vrholesale 
shops  and 
warehouses 

3 

5 

21 

9 

3 

Catering 
establish- 
ments open 
to  the 
public, 
canteens 

1 

12 

22 

32 

1 

i\j.el  storage 
depots 

— 

4. 

11 

4 

- 

Total : 

7 

63 

110  120 

7 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors 
to  registered  premises  - 65 
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EMPORCEMSNT  OF  THE  ACT 


Exemptions  Granted 

Class  cf  Premises 

Space 

(Sec. 

5). 

Temper- 
ature 
(Sec. 6). 

Conven- 
iences 
(Sec. 9. ) 

Washing 
facilities 
(Sec. 1 O) . 

Prose- 

cutions 

Offices 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Retail  Shops 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

//hole sale  shops 
end  warehouses 

- 

- 

— 

• - 

- 

Catering 
establishments 
open  to  the 
public,  canteens 

P\iel  storage 
depots 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 
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FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 

PRESCRIBED  PARTICUL.\R3  ON  THE  ADMINISTR/iTION  OF 

THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961,  IX)R  THE  YE-IR  1970 

CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  REGISTERED  FACTORIES 


AS 

AT  51  ST,  DxbCEi-IBER  1970 

Povrer 

Non- 

Power 

1. 

Food  manufacture 

3 

- 

2. 

Wearing  Apparel 
(a)  Boots  and  shoes 

1 

(b)  Outfitting 

1 

— 

3. 

Carpentry,  Joinery  and 

Sawmills 

7 

4 

4. 

Garages,  Repair  shops  & Engineers 

20 

5 

5. 

Laundries 

2 

- 

6. 

Plumbers 

- 

2 

7. 

Purification  of  water 

2 

- 

8. 

Leather  Accessories 

5 

— 

9. 

Gasholders 

- 

- 

Total : 

41 

11 
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PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSSS  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HSiLLTH 


Premises 

Number  of 

No,  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 , 2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

11 

23 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local 

Authority 

41 

9 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local 

Authority  (ex- 
cluding out- 
workers ' 
premises) 

52 

32 

- 
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CASES  IN 


vm  T CH  DEpT^CTS  \'J  er  e 


POUND 


Particulars 

No.  of  cases  in  v^hich 
defects  were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
v/hich 
prosecu- 
tions 

v;ere 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.H. 
Inspec. 

by  H.M. 
Inspec. 

V/ant  of  Cleanliness 

(S.1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S,3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (3.6) 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7) 

— , 

— 

- 

- 

- 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outvfork) 
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- 
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PART  VIII  OF  TKB  ACT  - OUTV/OHK 


Section  135 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

Work 

No,  of 
Out- 
’Workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Sec. 
133  (i) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
list  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instan- 
ces of 
work  in 
unv/hole- 

some 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

(1) 

!2i 

(5) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Makin^j 

’Wearing 

Apparel 

4 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Total: 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 44  - 


SWn-IARY  OF 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  INSPECTIONS 


Housing  1,655 

Slaughterhouses  and  Butchers' 

Shops  1 04 

Bakehouses  2 

Cafes  6 

Shops  _ 62 

Offices  25 

Factories  and  V/orkshops  52 

V/ater  Supplies  22 

Infectious  Diseases  16 

Defective  Premises  121 

Defective  Drainage  94 

Pests  Destruction  90 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  49 

Dairies  5 

Verminous  Premises  - 

Nuisances  , 22 


2,501 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  ~ Section  92 

Public  Health 
Act,  1956 
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